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But Russell's speeches never failed to be interesting
in themselves ; and they had the not common advan-
tage of being as good to read as they were good to
hear. The new Ministry has to be remembered for
the fact, among other and greater facts, that .Lord
Palmerston entered into office under Whig auspices
for the first time. Lord Palmerston became Foreign
Secretary, and with that office all the best clays of
his parliamentary life were afterwards associated.

Lord Grey at once entrusted to Lord John Russell
the principal conduct of the Reform Bill through the
House of Commons ; and Lord John Russell went
into communication with Grey's son-in-law, Lord
Durham, the Durham who, as John George Lambton,
had rendered great public service to the Reform cause
already, and who was to become celebrated afterwards
as the man who composed the momentous strife
between Canada and the mother country, and
- rendered Canada one of the most prosperous and
loyal of all the British Colonies. Lord John Russell
' sketched a plan of Reform, which he submitted to
Lord Durham. On the whole, Lord Durham
approved of it with, however, certain amendments
of his own, some of which Lord John Russell
readily accepted. The plan was approved by Earl
Grey, and was then submitted to the King himself,
by whom it was, to adopt Lord John Russell's own
words, readily and cheerfully sanctioned. But the
scheme was kept a profound secret from the outer
world. All Ministerial schemes are supposed to be
profound secrets until the moment comes for ex-
pounding them in Parliament; but in the ordinary